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p r e f a c e

This study forms part of the wider research programme Roman villa landscapes in the North: economy, culture, 
lifestyles, which took place between 2006 and 2010 at the Archaeological Centre of the VU University 
(ACVU) in Amsterdam. The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) is acknowledged 
for providing financial support. This study would not have been possible without a large number of people. 

I want to thank my promoter, Nico Roymans, for his help, advice and encouragement. I am especially 
grateful for the many opportunities he created for the research team to meet other scholars, whereby we 
were able to hone our presentation skills, and to become better researchers. 

I would like to thank my co-promotor, Hans Renes, for his positive feedback, and for widening my 
views on how to study past landscapes and man and his environment, thereby educating me in the rich 
history of Dutch Limburg.  

To my ‘partners in crime’, Diederick Habermehl and Laura Crowley, thank you so much for the 
wonderful time we had as a research team, at the VU, abroad at seminars and of course during our unfor-
gettable experience of walking from Tongres to Cologne. It would have not been the same without you. 

I was fortunate to spend one year working at a number of  locations within the study area. For Dutch 
Limburg, this would not have been possible without the generosity of Antoine Mientjes, who let me stay 
at his apartment in Maastricht for an extended period. In Germany, the Ambt für Bodendenkmalpflege 
Rheinlands allowed me to stay at the Zivihaus in Titz-Höllen, which was especially enjoyable, thanks to 
Maria, Mattias and Nico. 

Many people went out of their way to help me during my time at the different institutions. I am 
indebted to Linda Bogaers and Guido Schalenbourg at the Gallo-Roman Museum in Tongeren (Bel-
gium), dr Wolfgang Gaitzsch, dr Ulla Münch, and Guido Schmidt and the other collegues at the Outpost 
of the LVR-ABR in Titz-Höllen, Susan Hurenkamp at the Thermenmuseum in Heerlen, and Wim 
Dijkman and Emile Ramakers at the Centre Ceramique in Maastricht. 

In addition, I was fortunate to meet a large number of people who were generous with their knowl-
edge of the Roman landscape in their region. I would like to thank everyone for sharing their  informa-
tion with me. 

Discovering the wonderful world of GIS, I met many enthusiastic researchers, who lent me their ear and 
gave me advice. I would especially like to thank Alfred Wagtendonk of the Spatial Information Laboratory 
(SPINLab) at the VU Amsterdam for supporting me during my first tentative steps in this world. My thanks 
also to Veronique de Laet, Helen Goodchild, Philip Verhagen, Laure Nuninger, Frederique Bertoncello, 
Rachel Opitz, and the teachers and students of the Tours Summerschool on Spatial Modelling of 2007.

A big thank-you is shouted out to Justin Blake. He proof-read the entire manuscript and corrected 
the countless mistakes, all in record-time. Any remaining mistakes are, of course, solely my own. 

Another big thank-you is owed to Bert Brouwenstijn for taking care of the lay-out of this disserta-
tion. Also Mikko Kriek is thanked for permitting me the use his reconstruction drawing of the Roman 
landscape.

There is one person who inspired me with his passion for archaeology from the moment I started 
studying archaeology, Jan Slofstra. He was also  the driving force behind the ‘villa group’ set up in 2005, 
with Stijn Heeren, Joep Hendriks and myself, aiming to kick-start villa research in The Netherlands. I 
fondly remember the road trip to south Limburg we took that year. If it wasn’t for Jan I probably would 
not have been in the eventual NWO-project at all. 

Last but not least, my friends and family have been a constant source of support throughout the last 6 
years. Thank you for putting up with me, encouraging me, taking care of Tinker whenever I went abroad, 
and cheering me up when I needed it. Without you I would not have been able to make it. 

Karen Jeneson


